
CH.1l8 LAWS OF THE SEVENlY-SEVENTH G.A., 1997 SESSION 

CHAPTER 118 
GRANDPARENT AND GREAT-GRANDPARENT VISITATION RIGHTS 

H.F.643 

AN ACT providing for grandparent and great-grandparent visitation rights. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 598.35, Code 1997, is amended to read as follows: 
598.35 GRANDPARENT - GREAT-GRANDPARENT - VISITATION RIGHTS. 
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The grandparent or great-grandparent of a child may petition the district court for grand-
child or great-grandchild visitation rights when any of the following circumstances occur: 

1. The parents of the child are divorced. 
2. A petition for dissolution of marriage has been filed by one of the parents of the child. 
3. The parent of the child, who is the child of the grandparent, or who is the grandchild of 

the great-grandparent. has died. 
4. The child has been placed in a foster home. 
5. The parents of the child are divorced, and the parent who is not the child of the grand

parent or who is not the grandchild of the great-grandparent has legal custody of the child, 
and the spouse of the child's custodial parent has been issued a final adoption decree pursu
ant to section 600.13. 

6. The paternity of a child born out of wedlock is judicially established and the grandpar
ent of the child is the parent of the father of the child or the great-grandparent of the child is 
the grandparent of the father of the child and the mother of the child has custody of the child, 
or the grandparent of a child born out of wedlock is the parent of the mother of the child or 
the great-grandparent of the child is the grandparent of the mother of the child and custody 
has been awarded to the father of the child. 

7. A parent of the child unreasonably refuses to allow visitation by the grandparent or 
great-grandparent or unreasonably restricts visitation. This subsection applies to but is not 
limited in application to a situation in which the parents of the child are divorced and the 
parent who is the child of the grandparent or who is the grandchild of the great-grandparent 
has legal custody of the child. 

A petition for grandchild or great-grandchild visitation rights shall be granted only upon 
a finding that the visitation is in the best interests of the child and that the grandparent or 
great-grandparent had established a substantial relationship with the child prior to the 
filing of the petition. 

Approved May 2, 1997 

CHAPTER 119 
LAWS RELATING TO CERTAIN CRIMINAL OFFENSES 

AFFIRMED AND REENACTED 
H.F.265 

AN ACT relating to the affirmation and reenactment of certain provisions affecting the 
criminal and juvenile laws, and providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. It is the finding of the general assembly that as a 
result of certain court cases and other activities, questions have been raised in some quarters 


